Q. What are the primary goals of the LSRP?
A.1.To enhance the lives of our diocesan
priests in their retirement years.

2.To create an awareness with the laity
of the plight of many diocesan priests
in retirement.

3.To form a national association of
senior diocesan priests to deal with
issues of isolation and loneliness.

4.’To develop guidelines for a just and
equitable pension and benefit plan.

Q. Does the annual special collection
for religious cover diocesan priests’
retirement?

A. No, the diocese provides for the retirement
benefits of senior priests.

Q. What happens to priests when they retire?

A Just like the general public, priests often
rely on Social Security, retirement plans
and family. Throughout the years, their
income levels are generally low; therefore,
their benefits can be lacking in some areas.

Q. Can they take their benefits with them no

matter where they live?

A.This is actually called portability, which
refers to the transfer of funding and/or
credit to other retirement vehicles. Some
dioceses do offer portability but others do
not. It can be a challenge if a priest decides
to move to another diocese or state after
retirement. Approximately 70% of priests
do not have portable benefits.

Q. How does a retired priest receive health
benefits?

A. Most dioceses provide health insurance.
However, many are not covered for long-
term health care or for nursing home
facilities.

Pope Benedict KVI Has Proclaimed
This the “Year for Priests.”

The proclamation has been made in recognition of the 150th
anniversary of the “dies natalis” of John Mary Vianney, the patron
saint of parish priests worldwide. The Year for Priests, with the theme,
“Faithfulness of Christ, Faithfulness of Priest,” runs through June 19,
2010.

“The year is meant to deepen the commitment of all priests to interior
renewal for the sake of a stronger and more incisive witness to the
Gospel in today’s world,” the Pope said.

Quoting from St. John Mary Vianney, the Holy Curé of Ars, the Pope
stated that “the priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus.”

“This touching expression makes us reflect, first of all, with heartfelt
gratitude on the immense gift which priests represent, not only for
the Church, but also for humanity itself,” the Pope said. “I think of
all those priests who quietly present Christ’s words and actions each
day to the faithful and to the whole world, striving to be one with the
Lord in their thoughts and their will, their sentiments and their style
of life.”

The Pope said the true dynamic center of the mission is in Jesus

Christ.

“The centrality of Christ brings with it the correct appreciation of
the ministerial priesthood, without which there would be neither the
Eucharist, nor even the mission nor the Church herself,” he said.

'The Pope said it is important to encourage in priests, especially young
generations, a correct reception of the texts of the Second Ecumenical
Vatican Council, interpreted in the light of the Church’s entire fund of
doctrine.

“It seems urgent to recover that awareness that has always been at

the heart of the Church’s mission, which impels priests to be present,
identifiable and recognizable both for their judgment of faith, for their
personal virtues as well as for the habit, in the contexts of culture and

of charity,” he said.
The Pope asked the Most Holy Virgin to awaken in the heart of every

priest a generous and renewed commitment to the ideal of complete
self-oblation to Christ and the Church, which inspired the thoughts
and actions of St. John Mary Vianney.

“Dear priests, Christ is counting on you,” the
Pope said. “In the footsteps of the Curé of Ars,
let yourselves be enthralled by him. In this
way you too will be, for the world in our time,
heralds of hope, reconciliation and peace!”

Saint John Vianney
Patron saint of priests




How You Can Help Contact Us

If you are part of the general public and are interested in ~ Laity in Support of Retired Priests, Inc. (LSRP)
helping the Laity in Support of Retired Priests either by P.O.Box 1019
volunteering, donating or holding a fundraiser we need  Bonita Springs, FL. 34133-1019
your help!
Email: info@lsrpinc.org
Our grassroots program for retire{i}vpriests is completelg Web: www.LSRPinc.org

unique within the United States. We strive to give bac

to the bishops and priests who have given us so much LSRP was incorporated in the state of Florida in July

throughout the years, and have asked for so little in 2007 as a not-for-profit corporation. LSRP, Inc. has

return. On behalf of many retired priests and bishops in  been approved by the IRS as a non-profit 501(c)(3)

the United States, we thank you for your support. organization and all donations are tax deductible as
allowed by law.

To donate any amount, please return the enclosed
envelope. Or you can choose to donate via credit card at

LSRPinc.org.
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